South Carolina National Guard
Teen Panel
Guidelines



I. Statement of Purpose
	
	The South Carolina National Guard Teen Panel is formed to support the South Carolina National Guard’s members, their families and their youth.  This panel consists strictly of volunteer members between the ages of 13-17 years old, working together towards a common goal of identifying, defining, and addressing issues that contribute to the future of our National Guard Youth in an open safe environment while becoming better leaders of tomorrow and having fun. The purpose is to actively involve youth in policy issues affecting them and help implement new ways to enhance the quality of life for our Guard members and their dependants. 

II. Goals

A. Act as an advisory panel to the State Child and Youth Program Coordinator in matters which concern SCNG youth.
B. Enhance the goals and objectives of the SCNG Youth Program.
C. Promote communication, involvement, support and recognition among South Carolina National Guard members and youth.

III. Membership

A. The Teen Panel members will be chosen by the selection committee and notified by email.
B. The Teen Panel President, with permissions from the State Child and Youth Program Coordinator, will determine dates, locations, and times of meetings along with topic of discussion.
C. A Teen Panel Secretary will be assigned to record minutes of all meetings and maintain records of all Panel correspondence and actions
D. An adult volunteer named by the selection committee will serve as Treasurer with aid from a Teen Panel member and will be responsible for managing and distributing funds as well as presenting the Treasurer’s report at all Teen Panel meetings
E. All Teen Panel members must review and sign the South Carolina National Guard Teen Panel Commitment Pledge 




       Criteria: Members of the Teen Panel must:

· Be a Family member of the South Carolina National Guard
· Be currently enrolled in school
· Have a grade point average of “C”( or equivalent on a 4.0 grade point scale) or better during their term as Teen Panel member
· Be able to attend up to two meetings annually
· Must have internet and email access. Must acknowledge all council business immediately
· Experienced and/or willing to speak and present to adult and/or youth audiences
· Ability to work with both adults and youth to plan and implement activities
· Have a desire to work with children and youth
· Must be mature, responsible, and organized
	
         Teen Panel Member’s Responsibilities:

· Attend scheduled Teen Panel meeting/trainings
· Participate in JSS group discussion board and/or conference calls with other Teen Panel members
· Log volunteer hours on the JSS website
· Maintain regular contact via email and phone with other Teen Panel members
· Any Teen Panel member accepted for membership and does not remain a member in good standing on the Panel will be required to resign
· Active participation is a requirement
· Contribute an article for quarterly newsletter upon request and work to develop a youth newsletter for distribution
· Promote a safe environment
            
             Benefits:

· Opportunity for service
· Documentation of skills and performance for resume
· Development and enhancement of leadership skills, interpersonal skills, communication skills, and organization skills
· Self-Satisfaction
· Recognition of service





 IV. Meetings

A. The Teen Panel will meet no less than twice yearly and communicate as often as is deemed necessary by the Teen Panel President with permission from the State  Child and Youth Program Coordinator. 
B. The Teen Panel will discuss, plan, and advise in matters that encompass military family quality of life issues.
C. The State Child and Youth Program Coordinator will attend all Teen Panel meetings and group discussions online.
D. The Teen Panel President will determine dates, locations, and times of meetings in coordination with the State Child and Youth Program Coordinator.

V. Revisions to Guidelines

A. Panel members may submit any suggestions for revisions to the Teen Panel Guidelines at any time.
B. Recommendations must be in written form.
C. Recommendations must be presented to the Teen Panel President, and the State Child and Youth Program Coordinator to be reviewed as a topic of discussion at the next regular Teen Panel meeting.
D. Approved revisions will be discussed and voted on at a regular Teen Panel meeting.	
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